








Spectrum Standard

Our Spectrum standard is licensed freely for non-commercial use, but we 
generate income by licensing it for commercial use by museum software 
suppliers through the Spectrum Partnership scheme.

This gives us a set of unique relationships with the companies that provide 
the most widely used collections management systems and enables us to 
influence museum workflow.

In 2018-19 there were 19 Spectrum Partners, a net increase of three 
compared to the previous year. We thank them all for supporting our work. 
During the year we validated several of their collections management systems 
as being compliant with the latest version of Spectrum, 5.0, which was 
published in 2017. 

Spectrum Partners 2018-19

Axiell    OpenHeritage
Coeli    Re:discovery Software
Collector Systems  Robotron
Extensis   Roger Layton Associates
Gallery Systems  System Simulation
Keepthinking   SkinSoft
Kultur IT   Vernon Systems
Minisis Inc   Västerbottens Museum
Modes User Association Zetcom
Montala 

During 2018-19 substantial progress was made translating Spectrum 5.0 into 
Arabic, French, Dutch and Swedish, with Norwegian and German versions 
also underway. We began aligning and working with translations as parallel 
XML files, a key tool for internationalising Spectrum as the de facto global 
standard for collections management. As a result, the French version has 
been imported into the Collections Trust website, supporting the planned 
rollout of the standard across Canada by our counterparts, the Canadian 
Heritage Information Network.

In September 2018 the theme of our annual conference was Spectrum 
in action, a successful day of case studies on how museums are putting 
Spectrum 5.0 into practice, culminating in the presentation of the 2018 
Collections Trust Award to the Scottish Fisheries Museum for its use of the 
revised standard to guide a collection review (below).



Collections Trust is governed by its board, whose members are directors 
under company law and also trustees under charity law.

The board meets quarterly. In addition, an audit committee comprising a  
sub-group of trustees with an external chair meets twice a year to monitor  
and review all aspects of the organisation’s financial management. A further 
sub-group, the commitments committee, reviews the budget, contractual 
terms and risks of any proposed project with a value over £10,000, as and 
when required.

The Articles of Association state that the minimum number of trustees shall be 
three, but there is no set maximum number. There are currently 14 trustees, 
but one is on maternity leave.

In early 2019 four new trustees were recruited through an open process. 
Continuing our commitment to helping develop the next generation of museum 
leaders, two of the new trustees were mid-career professionals gaining their 
first governance experience.

“Being a trustee enables me to develop my 
understanding about the successful governance of  
a charity and it’s great to contribute to an organisation 
whose resources have significantly helped me  
through the years.”

First-time trustee Shona Elliott, Lead Curator (Collections Access) for 
Aberdeen Art Gallery & Museums

Retail and publishing

We continued to generate income by selling hard copies of the Spectrum 
standard and other books, along with forms, catalogue cards and accession 
registers, through our online shop.

During the year we streamlined various workflows between the retail platform, 
our print-on-demand suppliers and our new cloud-based accounting system, 
in order to reduce the amount of manual processing needed.

With support from the Welsh Government, we published Welsh-language 
versions of our object entry, transfer of title and object exit forms.
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“My colleague and I came out of the session buzzing 
with ways we could begin to implement what we’d learnt. 
As we are currently in the midst of an inventory, our 
primary actions are to complete that project. Then we 
aim to use the information we collate regarding the size 
and condition of our collections to inform a strategic 
review of individual collections.”

Collections Trust outreach training participant


